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Description:

From School Library Journal Grade 3-5—This is a solid start to a new series. Ten-year-old
Nathaniel Fludd's parents have been off on an adventure for three years and are now, in 1928,
declared lost at sea at the North Pole. Thus begin Nate's own escapades as he goes to live with his
Aunt Phil A. Fludd in Batting-at-the-Flies and learn the family business of mapmaking and
beastology. Even though Nate has always resisted adventure, he now finds himself meeting an
extraordinary talking dodo bird and talking gremlins, and he and Aunt Phil fly to Arabia to oversee
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the birth of a phoenix. When his aunt is taken by the Bedouin, Nate must summon his courage to
protect the phoenix and save her. The story is packed with adventure and mythological creatures.
Children who love fantasy, myth, exotic settings, and even a little dose of history will relate to Nate
as he discovers his inner hero and carries on the Fludd family tradition. The characters are strongly
developed and the period illustrations done in line, including some of Nate's own sketches, enhance
the tale. A quick and enriching read that will appeal to a wide variety of children.—Jane Cronkhite,
San Jose Public Library, CA END --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this
title.

Review ". . . this American author has crafted an exciting tale. Straightforward sentences,
chronological narrative, short chapters and Murphy’s plentiful black-and-white illustrations make
this appropriate for middle-grade readers looking for a series to grow with."--Kirkus Reviews
"LaFevers (the Theodosia books) gets the Nathanial Fludd, Beastologist series off to a sprightly start
with this wry story introducing a 10-year-old orphaned when his parents' airship crashes in the
North Pole in 1928 . . . this quick-paced adventure . . . should entice kids to return for Nate's next
escapade."--Publishers Weekly
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