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Description:

From Publishers Weekly Nine years ago, from her home in Connecticut, Marchese, then a creative
director for a giftware company, became a beekeeper and honey entrepreneur. In this engaging,
delightfully informative work, she recounts how visits to the apiaries of the neighboring community's
Back Yard Beekeepers overcame her initial trepidation of bees as she learned about the industry and
craftsmanship of these insects and became bowled over by the taste of fresh honey. Step by step she
explains how she got started as a beekeeper, from studying bee anatomy and hive organization, to
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ordering equipment online such as her Langstroth hive, a smoker (to calm the bees while working)
and protective clothing. She had to learn to pour her three pounds of live Italian honeybees into the
hive (the first time she got stung six times), while carefully introducing the all-powerful queen.
Marchese is fascinated by the marvels of bee behavior—pollen foraging, dances, swarming—and
imparts as well a goodly bit of bee history. She offers plenty of her own honey-beeswax concoctions,
both edible and cosmetic, with excellent appendixes on the varietals of honey. (Sept.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This
text refers to the edition.

About the Author C. Marina Marchese is the founder and owner of Red Bee Honey, which sells
honey and natural products to gourmet food shops and fine restaurants all over the United States.
(www.redbee.com) Certified by the American Apitherapy Society, she has trained as a honey judge
at the University of Georgia and serves on the board of the Back Yard Beekeepers Association of
Connecticut. Marina has written for Bee Culture magazine and The Journal of American Apitherapy
Society, and Red Bee Honey was the cover story of the American Bee Journal in 2004. A graduate of
the School of Visual Arts in New York City, she is also an award-winning illustrator and designer.
Marina lives and tends bees in Weston, Connecticut.
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