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Description:

From Library Journal Hugo's classic tale set against the backdrop of political upheaval in 19th-
century France retains its timeless appeal in this notably condensed rendition of the struggles of
former convict Jean Valjean. While the abridgment inevitably cuts many of the intricate subplots and
minor characters who enrich Hugo's vast tome, this suspenseful central plot tracing Valjean's
endeavor to emerge from desperate circumstances while being pursued by the duty-obsessed
Inspector Javert remains intact and comprehensible to listeners. The principal characters retain
their epic proportions, and the major themes of redemption through good works and the importance
of authentic charity are undiminished. Narrator Michael York adds vigor and distinct
characterizations to the broad cast of characters in this fittingly dramatic performance. Suitable for
collections that do not already contain one of the many audio versions of this work (e.g., Audio
Reviews, L] 5/1/93).?Linda Bredengerd, Hanley Lib., Univ. of Pittsburgh, Bradford
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edition of this title.

Review "When I was 15, I was completely bowled over by Les Miserables. All my life long I have
continually been discovering fresh aspects of Hugo's genius." --Andre Maurois (French author
1885-1967) --This text refers to the edition.
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