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Description:

From Publishers Weekly Accomplished fantasy/SF writer Card ( The Memory of Earth ) has turned
his autobiographical short story "Lost Boys" into an intriguing demi-mainstream novel. Here the
Card family has been transmuted into the Fletchers, devout Mormons with three children and
another on the way. A job offer from a South Carolina computer software company motivates Step
Fletcher to move there; he is still seeking the financial success that once seemed assured via a
computer game he invented. Unsettled by the move, their eldest son, Stevie, has trouble adjusting in
school and becomes introverted, taking refuge with imaginary friends. Meanwhile, the Fletchers
meet new people in their Mormon ward (including a religious hysteric), Step is the victim of
malicious office politics and the family is beset by constant money troubles and worries about Stevie.
Their concern escalates when young boys begin to disappear from the community, especially since
the missing boys bear the names of Stevie's imaginary companions. Most of this absorbing novel has
the pull of family drama with an over-layer of rising suspense, until Card switches genres and
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introduces half a dozen ghosts into the narrative. A cruel, if redemptive, experience for the Fletchers
ensues. Though some readers may find the fantastic plot elements jarring, Card's easy and natural
prose goes a long way toward authenticating the supernatural intrusion.

Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.

From Library Journal Science fiction writer Card ( Abyss , Pocket, 1989) turns to suspense with
this offering. Step Fletcher, his wife DeAnne, and their children have just moved to Steuben, North
Carolina, where there has been a rash of mysterious disappearances. Plagued by various problems,
the religious Fletcher family slowly adjusts to the community. Eight-year-old son Stevie, however,
spends all his spare time with his imaginary friends. Preoccupied with settling into their new home,
Step and DeAnne fail to understand the connection between Stevie's friends and the young boys'
disappearances. Almost too late, Stevie makes the ultimate sacrifice to convince his family that his
imaginary friends are real and to reveal the boys' murderer. Card skillfully uses terror as a
background to everyday family life. For Stephen King fans and those who like their suspense mixed
with the supernatural.

- Grant A. Fredericksen, Illinois Prairie Dist. P.L., Metamora
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edition of this title.
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