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Description:

More than 20 years have passed since Ellen DeGeneres came out to her mother on a beach in
Mississippi. Stunned, Betty DeGeneres could only think of her own disappointed expectations. As she
put her arms around her daughter, she was struck by the realization that she would never see
Ellen's picture on the engagements page of the Times-Picayune, her local paper. That Ellen would
eventually appear on the front page of the Picayune and countless newspapers and magazines
around the world is an irony not lost on her mother: "If I had known she was going to grow up to be
Ellen DeGeneres," Betty quips, "I would have taken more pictures."

Now the spokesperson for the Human Rights Campaign's National Coming Out Project, Betty
DeGeneres travels the country explaining how she came to terms with her daughter's sexuality, and
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how love and acceptance can transform a family. Love, Ellen is an extension of her warm and much-
admired public speaking, providing insight into her own life as well as Ellen's and arguing for
further education, compassion, and the passage of antidiscrimination laws. --Regina Marler --This
text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

From Publishers Weekly DeGeneres spent most of her life as a hard-working, middle-class woman
consumed with her marriages, raising her kids and making a living. That changed in 1997 when her
actress/comedian daughter, Ellen DeGeneres, "came out" as a lesbian, both personally and as "Ellen
Morgan," her character on the nationally televised sitcom Ellen. The first TV show to feature a major
gay character, it precipitated extreme scrutiny of its star's life, prompting Betty to make a series of
television appearances in support of her daughter. In this autobiography, DeGeneres details her own
life, Ellen's childhood and how she came to terms with her daughter's lesbianism. She writes clearly
and honestly about her innocence as a young adult, the problems of her second and third marriages,
her breast cancer and her eventual ability to accept herself as "her own person." The only "shocking"
revelation is that, allegedly, her third husband made advances on her daughter when Ellen was 17.
The elder DeGeneres is now a spokesperson for the Human Rights Campaign, a gay rights lobbying
group, and continues today as an "everymom" helping parents understand and accept their gay
children. Little here is particularly unique or interesting, which is, in part, DeGeneres's point: her
family and her daughter are average Americans, and homosexuality is a normal variation of sexual
identity and activity. While DeGeneres's intentions are good and she's clearly motivated by her love
for her daughter, her book is far too long and uninvolving. The most important parts of her message
probably would have been better conveyed in a 45-minute speech. Eight-page photo insert not seen
by PW. Major ad/promo; 10-city author tour; 22 city satelite tour.

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.
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