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Description:

From Publishers Weekly It's hard to believe, but it's been more than 20 years since beloved
preschooler icon Elmo made his debut on Sesame Street—in fact, Clash wasn't even the first
puppeteer to try his hand at bringing the "baby monster" to life. It was Clash, though, who gave the
character the high-pitched voice and distinctive laugh that quickly endeared him to young viewers
and eventually led to his own spinoff series. When he writes about Elmo, in fact, he verges on
describing the Muppet as if it possesses its own personality. Clash's working relationship with Elmo
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is used as a starting point to discuss basic themes like love, tolerance and courage, but it's the story
of his life before meeting his furry partner that often holds the most interest. He talks with obvious
affection about his childhood growing up in an African-American suburb of Baltimore, encouraged
from a early age to follow his talent for designing and performing with puppets. Though generally
upbeat, this is no sugar-coated tale; Clash describes his initial struggles to make a name for himself
on other children's shows, and speaks frankly about the toll performing on Sesame Street took on his
marriage. (Sept. 25)
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Review Praise for My Life as a Furry Red Monster:

“It should come as no surprise that the man behind America’s most beloved red furball is as wise,
warm, witty, and wonderful as Elmo himself. My Life as a Furry Red Monster is an entertaining
sneak peak at the life and times of one of the most endearing and enduring characters ever created.”
—Katie Couric

“I love Elmo and I love this book. What a cutie-patootie. Thanks, Kevin!”
—Rosie O’Donnell

“This delightful book illuminates a man’s journey from child to parent, student to teacher, puppeteer
to Muppeteer, and reveals to us who our favorite red furry monster really is—a gifted, humane,
empathetic entertainer named Kevin Clash. His book is a meditation on the things that really
matter—to Elmo and to all of us.”

—Julianne Moore

“In lively and wonderfully written prose, Kevin tells the story of how he came to be the most popular
educator and entertainer of children in the country. His riveting tale weaves together the
adventures, idealism, love, and optimism that Kevin has experienced both as himself and as a furry
red monster.”

—Joan Ganz Cooney, cofounder of Sesame Workshop and creator of Sesame Street

“Kevin has given life and breath to one of the most beloved characters in contemporary pop culture.
His heart and soul radiate not only through Elmo, but up and down Sesame Street, through this
book, and around the world. Not only is Kevin a brilliant artist, but he’s a fabulous human being as
well.”

—Vanessa Williams
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