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Description:

From Publishers Weekly In her sixth true crime book (after The Embrace), Jones displays a
remarkable ability to present an enormous amount of detailed information in a thrilling narrative
that is neither sensationalistic nor maudlin. Still, this is a shocking tale, as Jones provides a no-holds-
barred investigation into the brutal death of 33-year-old Diane Whipple after being mauled when
savage dogs owned by lawyers Marjorie Knoller and Robert Noel entered the "red zone," a
nonscientific term used to describe dogs "in the height of attack mode... beyond human control." The
incident immediately received major national news attention, and Jones elaborates on the sordid
details that emerged, including that the lawyers bred killer dogs to be sold to guard illegal
methamphetamine labs, a scheme run from behind bars by Paul Schnieder, an Aryan Brotherhood
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member whom the lawyers not only represented but later adopted as part of a planned bizarre
sexual triangle. Combining investigative reporting with exclusive access to Noel as well as to
members of the San Francisco Police Department and the district attorney's office, Jones explores
the lawyers' self-styled gothic world, a human "red zone" involving pornography and bestiality that
had existed well before the death of Diane Whipple. With its graphic descriptions, this book is not for
the squeamish.
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From In January 2001, a 33-year-old woman was mauled and killed by dogs that were in the
safekeeping of her neighbors. The case vaulted onto the front pages of newspapers, and the trial of
the victim's neighbors (they were both convicted of involuntary manslaughter) was in the news for
months-- helped by the fact that the neighbors were attorneys taking care of the dogs for an
imprisoned client who happened to be a member of the Aryan Brotherhood. In this riveting book,
noted true-crime writer Jones goes behind the headlines and tells the whole story with simple,
straightforward prose and plenty of close observation. It's a story that begins before the fatal attack
and continues beyond its aftermath to embrace such hot-button issues as animal rights, the
responsibilities of animal owners, and the legal rights of same-sex partners. This is no "quickie" book
released to capitalize on the headlines; rather, it's thoughtful, compassionate, unsettling, and
enlightening. David Pitt
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