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Description:

From Publishers Weekly Thomas, a distinguished historian of the Civil War (The Confederacy as a
Revolutionary Experience), has written a major analytical biography of Robert E. Lee. Synthesizing
printed and manuscript sources, he presents Lee as neither the icon of Douglas Southall Freeman
nor the flawed figure presented by Thomas Connolly. Lee emerges instead as a man of paradoxes,
whose frustrations and tribulations were the basis for his heroism. Lee's work was his play,
according to the author, and throughout his life he made the best of his lot. Believing that evil
springs from selfishness, he found release in service to his family, his country and, not least, to the
men he led. One of history's great captains and most beloved generals, he refused to take himself
too seriously. This comic vision of life ultimately shaped an individual who was both more and less
than his legend. Highly recommended. Photos not seen by PW.

Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.
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From Library Journal Gen. Robert Edward Lee was a leader who inspired great devotion among
the men who followed him, and he continues to inspire great interest to this day. Thomas (The
Confederate Nation, 1861-1865, 1979) presents a fresh look at the general. By examining Lee as a
person, the biographer renders him intensely human. Lee is shown to be the son of an unstable
father, a frustrated husband, and a devoted parent. He encountered many hardships but became
great not "because of what he did ...but because of the way he lived." Given the prodigious number
of Lee biographies available, this may be an optional purchase, but it is nonetheless a valuable
addition to the studies of the general.?Robert A. Curtis, Taylor Memorial P.L., Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.

e Title: Robert E. Lee: A Biography
e Author: Emory M. Thomas

e Released: 1997-06-17

e Language:

e Pages: 496

e ISBN: 0393316319

e [SBN13: 978-0393316315

e ASIN: 0393316319




