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Description:

From Publishers Weekly Ellsberg's transformation from cold warrior and Defense Department
analyst to impassioned antiwar crusader who released the Pentagon Papers to the New York Times
in June 1971 makes a remarkable and riveting story that still shocks 30 years later. Avoiding, for the
most part, self-justification and self-aggrandizement, he clearly relates the experiences that led him
to reject as arrogant lies the premises six presidents presented to the public and Congress to secure
support for the Vietnam War. He describes the disjunction between what he saw during visits to
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Vietnam in the early and mid-'60s, driving through dangerous Viet Cong-held territory, and what was
told to the press and public. And he recalls his first reading of the classified documents later known
as the Pentagon Papers, which exposed the motives, in his view unprincipled, behind American
involvement in Vietnam. Ellsberg creates page-turning human drama and suspense in both his
descriptions of his early experience accompanying U.S. combat missions in Vietnam and his days
spent underground evading an FBI manhunt after the Times's publication of the Papers. Another
strength of this memoir is Ellsberg's vivid recollections of meetings with prominent policymakers,
from Henry Kissinger to Senator William Fulbright, that re-create the deep tensions of the Vietnam
era. Ellsberg raises serious ethical questions about how citizens, politicians, the press and officials
act when confronted with government actions they consider immoral and perhaps illegal. Ellsberg's
own answer is history.

Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.

From Library Journal Before leaking the Pentagon Papers, which documented U.S. foreign-policy
failures and deceit in Vietnam from 1945 to 1968, Ellsberg was a gung-ho advisor to the State and
Defense departments. One fascinating part of this story is his growing disenchantment with the war
during these years. He came to believe that leaking the top-secret papers and other classified
documents was a patriotic act that could help end the war. Other fascinating aspects of this account
include Ellsberg's frustrated attempts to find a member of Congress who would accept and use the
papers to build a case against the war as well as his growing role in the antiwar movement.
President Nixon failed in his strong-arm tactics to discredit Ellsberg, and the case against him was
dismissed because of the illegal break-in at the office of Dr Lewis Fielding, Ellsberg's psychiatrist.
Interestingly, Ellsberg speculates that the break-in by Nixon's "Plumbers" was as much an attempt
to blackmail Fielding as it was a gambit to stop Ellsberg. The book suffers somewhat from the
overabundance of detail and repetition that also flawed Tom Wells's Wild Man: The Life and Times of
Daniel Ellsberg. However, Ellsberg's autobiographical account provides insight into the disturbing
abuses of presidential power that plagued the Vietnam/Watergate era. Recommended for public
libraries.

Karl Helicher, Upper Merion Twp. Lib., King of Prussia, PA
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