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Description:

From Publishers Weekly Starred Review. Bragg (All Over but the Shoutin') continues to mine his
East Alabama family history for stories, this time focusing on the life of his alcoholic father. Unlike
his previous two memoirs, Bragg merges his father's history of severe hardships and simple joys
with a tale from the present: his own relationship with his 10-year-old stepson. Bragg crafts flowing
sentences that vividly describe the southern Appalachian landscape and ways of life both old and
new. The title comes from his father, who grew up in the mill village in Jacksonville, Ala., a dirt-poor
neighborhood known as Frogtown, a place where they didn't bother to name the streets, but simply
assigned letters. His father's story walks the line between humorous and heartbreaking, mixing tales
of tipping over outhouses as a child and stealing an alligator from a roadside show in Florida with
the stark tragedies of drunkenness, brawling, dog fighting, chain gangs, meanness and his early
death from tuberculosis. Juxtaposed with vignettes about Bragg's stepson, this memoir has great
perspective as the reader sees Bragg, the son of a dysfunctional father who grew up very poor,
grapple with becoming the father of a modern-day mama's boy. This book, much like his previous
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two memoirs, is lush with narratives about manhood, fathers and sons, families and the changing
face of the rural South. (May)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From School Library Journal Adult/High School—Bragg revisits his Alabama hometown for the
third time, following All Over but the Shoutin' (1998) and Ava's Man (2002, both Vintage). He
attempts to retell the story of his father, vilified as an abusive drunk in the earlier works, and gives
him a more in-depth treatment in an effort to determine what made him the way he was. While by no
means sympathetic, the portrayal shows readers a man who had limited choices in education,
employment, relationships, and, ultimately, behavior. Before he became an absent father, Charles
Bragg was a good son; a handsome man with a sexy car; a fighter and carouser, and eventually a
mean, spiteful drunk. Described through recollections of friends and relatives who knew him when,
the figure who emerges coped the only way he knew how, with exaggerated machismo, in a small
town that he never left for any length of time. The author's realization that he might have been harsh
in his previous memoirs comes through as he views his new 10-year-old stepson as soft. Even with
all the benefits of education and a Pulitzer Prize, that seed of the immature Bragg tough guy
remains. The story unfolds in alternating chapters, shorter ones about the stepson interspersed with
longer ones about Charles Bragg. The stepson stories have a '40s-something navel-gazing quality
about them that could put off some teens, but most of the book, masterfully told, is the kind of
dysfunctional family memoir that teens tend to love.—Jamie Watson, Harford County Public Library,
MD
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