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Description:

From School Library Journal Grade 6-9-A rollicking treatment of a lesser-known episode from Sir
Thomas Malory's Le Morte D'Arthur. Teenaged Lady Lynet sets out for Camelot, looking for a
champion to free her family's castle from the siege of an evil knight. Along the way, she befriends
several mysterious companions, none of whom is exactly as he or she first appears. Scattered
throughout Lynet's saga are droll, unusually modern portrayals of many familiar Arthurian
characters. The heroine, nicknamed the Savage Damsel, is a take-charge kind of gal. Noble Sir
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Gareth appears as a "clothheaded ninny," whose turbocharged sense of honor forces him into an
unnecessary duel with every knight he stumbles across, and brave Sir Lancelot has burned out on
chivalry and admits he has become a media creation. The novel is also enjoyable for its good-natured
spoofing of the conventions of its medieval setting. Knights of the Round Table avoid any tournament
where the prize is a lady's hand in marriage, figuring there must be something wrong with her.
Characters poke fun at one another's lofty, Maloryesque language. Also, some of the most
courageous knights are shown to be none too bright, which explains why they risk their lives so
readily. Although the story lacks the majesty of other tales closer to the heart of the Arthurian
legend, it is great fun and will be enjoyed by fans of the genre.

Beth Wright, Fletcher Free Library, Burlington, VT

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.

From A perfectly delicious, not entirely serious, reimagining of part of Thomas Mallory's Le Morte
d'Arthur. Sixteen-year-old Lady Lynet, younger sister of the beautiful, shallow Lyonesse, is tired of
watching the Red Knight slaughter Lyonesse's suitors and stealthily rides to Camelot to ask King
Arthur to send a knight to defeat Red. She's worried, though, because her father died opposing
Arthur. She's aided by a dwarf she meets along the way, a polite, knowledgeable fellow, who helps
her navigate the paths to Camelot, joining her and the kitchen knave Beaumains--or is Beaumains
really someone else? As they travel, Lynet sees a lot of knights fighting, learns that appearances can
be deceiving, and finds true love. There's a lot of commentary about the foolishness of men--certainly
this gaggle of knights offers much to giggle at--and Lynet's directness contrasts strongly with her
sister's simper and whine. Lancelot, Gawain, and Morgan Le Fay make cameo appearances, but no
previous knowledge of Arthurian legend is required to enjoy this sweetly amusing tale. GraceAnne A.
DeCandido --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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