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Description:

From Library Journal Images of long-haired antiwar protesters, almost always women, spitting on
returning Vietnam veterans have become a shameful part of America's collective memory. Lembcke
(sociology, Holy Cross Univ.), a member of Vietnam Veterans Against the War, here presents a
stunning indictment of this myth?an illusion created, he maintains, by the Nixon-Agnew
administration and an unwitting press to attribute America's loss in Vietnam to internal dissension.


http://red.wutf.space/books3/?pid=1558810112&d=20-10-01&dm=null

In fact, the antiwar movement and many veterans were closely aligned, and the only documented
incidents show members of the VFW and American Legion spitting on their less successful Vietnam
peers. But Lembcke's most controversial conclusion is that posttraumatic stress disorder was as
much a political creation?a means of discrediting returning vets who protested the war as
unhinged?as it was a medical condition. The image of the psycho-vet was furthered through such
Hollywood productions as The Deer Hunter and Coming Home. This forceful investigation challenges
the reader to reexamine assumptions about the dark side of American culture that glorifies war
more than peace. Highly recommended for large public libraries and for all academic peace studies
collections.?Karl Helicher, Upper Merion Twp. Lib., King of Prussia, PA

Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.

From No, Holy Cross College sociology professor Lembcke can't prove a negative, but he makes a
strong case that tales of antiwar activists spitting at returning vets are myth. Lembcke, a Nam vet
who was active in Vietnam Veterans Against the War, opens with Persian Gulf War politicians' use of
"the spitting image" and then traces Nixon and Agnew's agitated response to antiwar activism by GIs
and veterans. He notes that contemporary media, government, and polling data show no evidence of
antiwar spitting incidents; the few events reported had supporters of the war targeting opponents.
But later studies reported hostility toward veterans; "the spitting image" epitomized that narrative.
Similar images were common in post-World War I Germany and France after Indochina; Lembcke
suggests the Nixon administration cultivated this notion of betrayal because it stigmatized both the
antiwar movement and veterans against the war. With development of a new psychiatric diagnosis,
post-traumatic stress disorder, a good vet/bad vet split was complete, and Hollywood films shifted
attention from the war itself to its GI victims. Mary Carroll --This text refers to an out of print or
unavailable edition of this title.
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