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Description:

From Publishers Weekly Torn between his love of all things American and the traditional ways of
his parents and grandparents, a young Japanese American comes of age during the political
upheaval of WWII. Ages 10-up.

Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to the edition.

From School Library Journal Grade 5-8-September, 1941 is a time of increasing confusion for
Tomi Nakaji, 13, who lives on the island of Oahu. As if his gruff, stroke-slowed grandfather, who
insists on waving his Japanese flag around the yard, isn't enough, he has to contend with Keet
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Wilson, the bully next door. From a treetop, Tomi and his haole (white) best friend, Billy, witness in
disbelief the bombing of Pearl Harbor. Tomi finds the horrors personalized as his father, a poor
fisherman, and later his grandfather are arrested and his father's fishing partner is killed. Tomi
assumes responsibility for the family honor and katama, or samurai sword. Racial/ethnic tension is
subtly portrayed throughout the novel, but escalates following the Japanese attack- Tomi's mother
loses her job as a housekeeper and Billy "disappears" for awhile, though he returns as a loyal and
helpful friend. Tomi faces his fears and becomes assertive enough to stand up to Keet without
besmirching his family's honor and risks his life to see his imprisoned father. Character development
of major figures is good, the setting is warmly realized, and the pace of the story moves gently
though inexorably forward. While it may be a bit more aimed than pitched, the ending leaves readers
confident that the Nakajis will survive.

Joel Shoemaker, Southeast Jr. High School, Iowa City, IA

Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.
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