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Description:

From Publishers Weekly New York City police detective- turned-terrorist hunter John Corey and
his FBI agent wife, Kate, head to the Adirondacks to investigate the murder of a fellow agent and,
not coincidentally, to stop a right-wing madman from nuking two major American cities and starting
World War III. In previous adventures, Corey has been a welcome reminder of the wise-cracking
hard-boiled heroes of yore. Here he dances close enough to the edge of self-parody that a narrator
unfamiliar with the earlier novels might have been tempted to employ the kind of insouciant smart-
aleck approach that would have turned the character into a cartoon figure and flatlined the book's
suspense. As Brick states in a 20-minute chat with the author, he's been a longtime DeMille fan and
past narrator of two Corey adventures. Brick sees past the character's wisecracks, tempering his
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brags and brays with a humanizing hint of self-doubt, suggesting that purpose and simmering anger
lurk beneath the glib nonsense. He's equally adept at catching the villain's upper class arrogance
and Kate's controlled, no-nonsense approach to life. He can switch attitudes and voices in a split
second. Brick turns the talky book into an entertaining and effective full-cast comedy-drama.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This
text refers to the edition.

From John Corey, the ex-NYPD detective who now works on a government anti-terrorism task force,
returns in this exciting and uncomfortably realistic thriller. Bain Madox, a brilliant and probably
insane villain, has hatched a fiendishly clever plot to force the U.S. to launch an all-out nuclear
attack against the entire Islamic world. It's up to Corey, with the help of his FBI agent wife, to stop
Madox before he can detonate nuclear weapons on American soil. Set in 2002, barely a year after
9/11, the novel presents a what-if scenario that's so plausible we have to remind ourselves that
DeMille is making the whole thing up. Or is he? As usual, DeMille appears to have done a ton of
research; what sets his thrillers apart from those of some of his competitors is the way he seamlessly
incorporates real technology and real government organizations into his stories. It really is tough to
tell what parts of his novels are real and what are the products of his imagination. And although
Operation Wild Fire, the American nuclear retaliatory strategy that Madox hopes to jump-start, is
fictional, DeMille makes us believe that something very like it could and possibly does exist. David
Pitt
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