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Description:

From Publishers Weekly "An author must decide early on whether to write for the readers or the
critics, because there is generally no way to please both." So says the heroine of Quick's latest
Regency romance, an "authoress" of "horrid" novels (gothic precursors of our pulp romances) who
finds herself starring in a horrid of her own. Beatrice Poole, a young widow writing under the alias
Amelia York, suspects her uncle of being murdered for his role in the search for a fabled treasure,
the Forbidden Rings of Aphrodite. Seeking out an antiquities expert, Beatrice finds herself allied
with Leo Drake, a mysterious, sexy widower who may be her perfect match. The swiftly moving plot
holds interest, and Quick (Surrender) gets her leading couple into bed with alacrity if, perhaps, with
less panache than her readers expect. At one point Beatrice warns that "critics who accuse her of
writing overwrought and overheated prose had not seen anything yet." The same is too true of
Quick, whose camp sensibility goes only so far to excuse a tale in which "Pain and bad temper had
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fused into a dangerous flame in his eyes," and an aroused woman "dissolves into a warm puddle" and
has eyes that "were wide, limpid pools."
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal The lonely, melancholy Leo Drake is accosted in his own Abbey one dark and
very stormy night by the intrepid Beatrice Poole (aka Mrs. Amelia York, writer of "horrid" novels).
Soon, Leo, Earl (and "Mad Monk") of Monkcrest, finds himself searching for the legendary Rings of
Aphrodite, solving a mystery, swept up in a passionate affair?and definitely no longer bored.
Intelligent, well-matched protagonists, Quick's lively, humorous writing style, and a plot that
presents the typical romance and glitter of the Regency period unexpectedly laced with poison,
murder, and a few surprising turns, result in a story that won't disappoint. Quick (Affaire, Bantam,
1997) is a popular, best-selling writer of lively, sexy historicals and readers will be waiting for this
one. She lives in the Seattle area.
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